
1 
 

Collingswood Planning Board 

678 Haddon Avenue 

September 25, 2017 

 

The Collingswood Planning met at the Collingswood Municipal Building, 678 Haddon Avenue, 

Collingswood on September 25, 2017.  Chairman Joseph Santomauro called the meeting to order 

at 7:00 P.M. and read the Open Public Meeting Act. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  

 

The secretary called the roll: 

 

PRESENT:     Joseph Santomauro, Chairperson, John Kane, Diane Marini, Frank Caputo,      

    Carol Vita, Reed Orem, Edward Fox, Michael P Madden the Board   

   Solicitor, and Zoning Officer Gretchen Kolecki 

 

 

ABSENT:      Mary Ellen Ries, Co-Chairperson, Mayor Maley, Commissioner Joan Leonard 

   Tim Staszewski, of Remington and Vernick, Planning Board Engineer 

 

These minutes are a summary of events that transpired and are not a transcript of the session.  

Audiotapes of the session are available for review on appointment. 

 

 MINUTES 

 
The reading of the August 28, 2017 meeting minutes were discussed and no one had any 

changes.  Ms. Marini made a motion to approve the minutes as presented and Ms. Vita seconded 

the motion.  All members voted in favor of approving the minutes as presented. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Commissioner Ordinance No. 1624 Amending Chapter 141-65  

“Fences and Walls” 

 

The Borough Commissioners in pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26(a), has submitted to the 

Planning the Commissioners’ proposed Ordinance No. 1624 amending Chapter 141-65 of the 

Borough Municipal Code entitled “Fences and Walls”.   

The Planning Board discussed the proposed amendments to Ordinance 1624.  It appears that 

there are two (2) components to the amendment; the first dealing with gates and the second 

dealing with electronic pet containment systems (invisible fences).   

As to the first portion of the amendment dealing with gates, the Board determined that the 

amendments were appropriate but believed that the following language should be added at the 

end of the paragraph dealing with gates: “and shall not restrict parking.” 

The Planning Board then discussed the second section of the Ordinance to be amended, invisible 

fences. There was much discussion concerning the amendment, although all members of the 

Board agreed that there should be some type of sign warning citizens of the fact that a property 
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does have an invisible fence and that a dog on the property would be contained and/or restricted 

by the invisible fence.  The Planning Board was concerned with signs and determined that as far 

as corner properties are concerned, there should be two (2) signs on the property, one at each 

boundary line of the property that faces a street.  In addition, the Board found that there should 

be a standard sign and that the sign should be no larger than one square foot.  The Planning 

Board recognizes that most signs pertaining to a warning of an invisible fence are provided by 

the manufacturer, distributor and/or installer of the fence.  The Board also recognizes that the 

Ordinance only will apply to those who are placing invisible fences on their property subsequent 

to the passage of the Amended Ordinance.  It is the understanding of the Board that those 

applicants must apply for a permit to install an invisible fence. 

The Board did discuss the issue of existing fences and was advised that the amendment to the 

Ordinance will not apply to present, existing fences.   However, it was determined, and the Board 

so recommends that those dog owners who apply for a dog license who already have an existing 

invisible fence, should be provided a handout which suggests that a sign should be placed on the 

property (the sign no larger than one square foot) warning pedestrians that there is an invisible 

fence on the property.  In addition, the Board believes that all signs pertaining to invisible fences 

should simply state “this property protected by electronic invisible fence.” 

OPENED TO THE PUBLIC  

 

Marlene Granitz – 16 E. Stiles Ave. questioned the board regarding fences being placed in 

driveways of properties thus losing parking spaces in the driveway and bringing more vehicles to 

park on what is already a overcrowded street.  It was explained to Ms. Grant the purpose of the 

amendment and the problems that exist in the Borough with parking.  Ms. Grant seemed to be 

satisfied with the Planning Board responses, including the responses of Edward Fox. 

CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

 

With the above recommendations, the Planning Board endorses the amendments to Chapter 141-

65 of the Borough Municipal Code.  The attorney will summarize the discussion and send a 

letter to the Borough Administrator, Keith Hastings with recommendation of their approval of 

the Amendment to the Ordinance. 

 

SIGNS 

 
 Salad Works 633 Haddon  Avenue 

Application – Signs and Awning  

 

Awning Sign: 

The awning will be black with 2 carrots on the right side of the awning.  The orange and green 

carrots will be 9 inches of the valance and additional 31 inches of the awning for a total of 40 

inches. The new awning does not have letters and many less carrots than what is on the current 

awning. The width of the carrots on the awning is 1.5 feet wide by 3.33 feet tall.  The overall 

square footage of the awning sign is 4.9 square feet  where 9.5 square feet is permitted.  The size 
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will be what exists just replacing the material. No change to present lighting the lighting will 

remain. 

 

Façade Sign: 

The façade sign will be black aluminum projection letters that are not lit.  The “W” in works will 

have 2 Carrots in the negative space in the “W”. The letter size for words SALADWORKS” are 

15 inches tall. The height of the “W” with the Carrots will be 21.5 inches tall. The lettering will 

project out 3 inches which is permitted. The sign is 1.8 feet tall by 10.83 feet long which makes 

the sign 19.49 square feet in size. No change to any lighting at this time present lighting will 

remain. 

 

The Front Projecting Sign:  

 

The sign is two sided and will be located on the right side of the store front. There is an existing 

sign bracket on the building that will be utilized. The sign has a black background with a white 

boarder with white letters and 2 carrots to match the awning and façade signs. The projecting 

sign maximum letter size is 9” letters. The capital letters in “SALADWORKS” are 3 inches tall 

and the 2 carrot logo is 17 inches tall.  The sign is 2.25 feet tall by 2 feet wide for a total of 4.5 

square feet. The existing building and street lighting will be used. No additional lighting is 

currently proposed.  

 

Mr. Kane made a motion to approve the application with the  condition that the Carrots in WWW 

will be white and not black throughout all the signs and approving the following design waivers: 

 

 The height of the 2 carrots on the awning. 

 The height of the letters on the façade sign, including the “W” with the carrots. 

 The overall size of the façade sign. 

 The height of the 2 carrots on the projecting sign. 

 

Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  The secretary polled the board: 

 

Mr. Santomauro  - Yes 

   Ms. Vita   - Yes 

Mr. Kane   - Yes 

   Mr. Reed   - Yes 

   Mr. Caputo   - Yes     

   Ms. Marini   - Yes 

 

   Vote:  6  - 0 
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 Ellis Antiques 810 Haddon  Avenue  Block 94  Lot 9.01 

Application – Window Sign 

 

The height of the letters will be no more than 9 inches and made thinner then what the applicant 

has proposed and smaller. The store front has three glass panels making up one large glass 

window with a door to the left of the building. Window signage is proposed on each glass panel. 

These panels are 5.9 feet tall by 13.2 feet wide equaling a total front window 77.9 square feet in 

size. No additional lighting will be added. There are already gooseneck lights above the windows 

that will be used.  Mr. Caputo made a motion to approve the Sign as presented and amended, 

with the design waiver for the letters to be 9 inches where 6 inches is permitted.  Also that a 

sample of the new sign is given to the Zoning Officer to circulate among the board members and 

Ms. Marini seconded the motion.   The secretary polled the board: 

 

Mr. Santomauro  - Yes 

   Ms. Vita   - Yes 

Mr. Kane   - Yes 

   Mr. Reed   - Yes 

   Mr. Caputo   - Yes     

   Ms. Marini   - Yes 

 

   Vote:  6  - 0 

 

 Most Precious Blood Parish – 445 White Horse Pike 

Block 140  Lot #1  Free Standing Monumental Sign 

 

That the Main Church sign at the corner of White Horse Pike and Magill Avenue and is a 

replacement top only for the permanent changeable copy freestanding sign.  The sign is a 2 sided 

sign made from brick and stone.  The backing of the sign is a composite material with a white 

background.  The letters are red and a yellow cross and also black letters for the address number. 

The tallest letter is 6.5 inches tall with a cross graphic that is 10 inches tall. The other letter sizes 

are 4 inches tall. The sign is two sided and is 29.49 square feet (4.9 feet tall by 6 feet long) for 

the white background part of the sign. The overall height of the entire sign is 6.1 feet tall. The 

existing street lighting will be used at present. There are new plantings surrounding the new sign. 

Ms. Marini made a motion to approve the Sign as presented and approve the design waiver for 

the overall size of the sign and the height of the sign and a design waiver for 3 signs. Also that 

CONSTRUCTION PERMITS MUST BE OBTAINED. Mr. Caputo seconded the motion.  

The secretary polled the board: 

   Mr. Santomauro  - Yes 

   Ms. Vita   - Yes 

Mr. Kane   - Yes 

   Mr. Reed   - Yes 

   Mr. Caputo   - Yes     

   Ms. Marini   - Yes 

 

   Vote:  6  - 0 
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OPENED TO THE PUBLIC  

 

No one was present that wished to speak from the Public. 

 

 

CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

 

 
With no further business Mr. Kane made a motion to adjourn and Ms. Marini seconded.  All 

members voted in favor of adjourning the meeting.  The Collingswood Planning Board will 

reconvene on Monday, October 23, 2017. 

 

 

 

CAROL SICKLER, SECRETARY 
 

 


